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Paralyzed Veterans of America Contribute to Vikings' Super Bowl Stadium Accessibility 

Redesign 
 

Mobility impaired patrons now provided with equal access to Minnesota's U.S. Bank 
Stadium 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – 2/2/18, The Minnesota Vikings NFL team will be hosting this year’s 
Super Bowl in a 65,400-seat stadium featuring superior wheelchair access and seating 
options, thanks in part to guidance from Paralyzed Veterans of America’s (Paralyzed 
Veterans) Architecture Department and Minnesota Chapter.  
 
The stadium's redesign began in 2016 when the Vikings' advisory board formed a 
committee to provide insight into meeting the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
requirements. The ADA, established in 1990, prohibits discrimination based on disability 
and outlines equal accessibility requirements. As the leading veterans service organization 
experienced in ADA compliance, Paralyzed Veterans joined the committee as a trusted 
advisor.  
 
“Our aim was to not only meet the ADA requirements, but exceed them wherever possible 
as an additional level of access for mobility restricted individuals. The 1.75 million square 
foot facility features wheelchair-accessible seating at various ticket price points and in 
more than 100 private suites,” said Mark Lichter, director of architecture for Paralyzed 
Veterans of America.  
 
As the only veterans service organization that employs full-time architects, Paralyzed 
Veterans is able to provide the highest level of guidance tailored to the needs of disabled 
veterans and all people with disabilities. Paralyzed Veterans’ architects operate on a small 
to large-scale basis, with a broad scope of work ranging from private homes to national 
sporting arenas. Notable achievements include advising on the accessibility of the 
Washington National's Ballpark, the Virginia Governor’s Mansion and the National Dwight 
D. Eisenhower Memorial.  
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Though sports fans this weekend will be able to enjoy a fully accessible stadium, the battle 
for nation-wide accessibility is far from over. 
 
“What it comes down to is seeing the ADA as not something you have to comply with, but 
as a means of treating people with disabilities with dignity and equality,” Lichter said. 
“Once that mindset in society changes, then we will make big strides, but we’re not there 
yet. Good accessible design often does not cost more, and typically leads to better design.” 
 
Learn more about Paralyzed Veterans’ accessible design. 
 
 

### 
 
About Paralyzed Veterans  
 
Paralyzed Veterans of America is the only congressionally chartered veterans service 
organization dedicated solely for the benefit and representation of veterans with spinal 
cord injury or disease. For more than 70 years, we have ensured that veterans have 
received the benefits earned through their service to our nation; monitored their care in 
VA spinal cord injury units; and funded research and education in the search for a cure and 
improved care for individuals with paralysis.  
  
As a partner for life, Paralyzed Veterans also develops training and career services, works 
to ensure accessibility in public buildings and spaces, provides health and rehabilitation 
opportunities through sports and recreation and advocates for veterans and all people with 
disabilities. With more than 70 offices and 33 chapters, Paralyzed Veterans serves 
veterans, their families and their caregivers in all 50 states, the District of Columbia and 
Puerto Rico. 

http://www.pva.org/site/c.ajIRK9NJLcJ2E/b.6305401/k.27D1/Paralyzed_Veterans_of_America.htm
http://www.pva.org/site/c.ajIRK9NJLcJ2E/b.6344373/k.4182/Spinal_Cord_Injury_Information.htm
http://www.pva.org/site/c.ajIRK9NJLcJ2E/b.6344373/k.4182/Spinal_Cord_Injury_Information.htm
http://www.pva.org/site/c.ajIRK9NJLcJ2E/b.6348315/k.FC88/Spinal_Cord_Disease.htm
http://www.pva.org/Find-Support/services/Veterans-Benefits
http://www.pva.org/site/c.ajIRK9NJLcJ2E/b.6305817/k.3A08/Spinal_Cord_Research__Education.htm
http://www.pva.org/site/c.ajIRK9NJLcJ2E/b.6452325/k.A0ED/Chapters_and_NSOs.htm
http://www.pva.org/site/c.ajIRK9NJLcJ2E/b.6306123/k.B389/Caregivers_Support.htm

